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Polite questioning

intermediate 8.4 track 4

1 

A
Could you tell me where I can park my car, please?

B
If you give me the keys, I’ll get one of the porters to see to it for you.

A 
Oh, thanks very much.

2
A
I wonder if you could tell me what time you start serving breakfast, please?

B
At seven in the dining room, but you can get it earlier in your room, if you wish.

A 
Thank you.

3
A
We’ve just checked into room 245 and I’m afraid there are no towels in the bathroom.

B
Oh, I’m very sorry about that. I’ll get some sent up straight away.

A 
OK. Thank you.

4
A
Could you tell me whether you have a restaurant here, please?

B
Yes, it’s on the second floor. Turn left when you come out of the lift.

A
Thank you.

5
A
Do you think you could send someone to collect some laundry, please?

B 
Certainly, which room is it, please? A Room 503. Thanks a lot.

6
A
We want to use the swimming pool. Could you tell me whether we need to take the towels from our room?

B 
No, they’re provided at the poolside. 

A 
Oh good, thanks.

7
A
Could you possibly tell me whether there have been any calls for me, please?

B
Let me see. Ah yes, there’s a fax and a phone message. Here they are.

A 
Oh, thank you.

8
A
Could I order something from the room service menu, please?

B
Certainly. What would you like?

A 
A club sandwich and a pot of coffee, please.

B
Certainly.

9
A
I’d like to make an international call. Could you tell me what I need to dial, please?

B
You need to dial 9 for an outside line, then 00 and the code for the country you want.

A 
All right. Thanks.


intermediate 8.9 track 4

Presenter So now it’s time for our phone-in. Our guest today is Greg Mortimer. Just to remind you, Greg is a regular competitor in the Ironman triathlon race, which involves swimming four kilometers, cycling 1 80 kilometers, and running 42 kilometers. Our first caller is Christine Goodyear. What’s your question, Christine?

Christine I’d like to know how long the race takes. 

Greg Well that depends on how good you are. The top athletes take about nine hours, but for the people at the back it might take 1 2 hours or longer. Of course, some people don’t finish.

Presenter Thank you, and now Ben Clough. 

Ben How do you train for the race?

Greg I train for about 10 or 1 2 hours every day, but I don’t do the same thing each day. In a normal week I go to the swimming pool about four times and each time I swim six or seven kilometers. I do three or four 100-kilometre bike rides and two long runs — maybe 50 kilometers each. And I usually go to the gym to exercise with weights about twice a week.

Presenter I feel exhausted just listening to that. And now Jamie Watts. What’s your question?

Jamie I’d like to ask Greg what kind of diet he eats.

Greg I eat most things, meat, fish, cheese, eggs, vegetables, but the most important thing for me is to eat a lot of carbohydrates — bread, pasta, potatoes, fruit, and things like that. I need about 9,000 calories a day. A normal person would probably eat about 2,000. During the race the most important thing is water. We have to drink every ten to fifteen minutes during the race. Dehydration could kill you very easily if you didn’t.

Presenter And our last question for now comes from Betty Lamb.

Betty Like a lot of people I think, I’d like to know why you do it!

Greg Yes, that’s the question that most people ask me! Well, it may sound strange but I actually enjoy it. But most of all it’s a challenge. I suppose it’s like climbing a mountain. It’s hard work, but it’s a wonderful feeling to stand on the top. So I do it because at the end of the race I can look back and say I did it.
intermediate 7.7 track 25

Interviewer Alan, you’ve been involved in pop music for a long time now. How did you first get interested in it?

Alan Well, like a lot of teenagers in the fifties I wanted to be like Elvis Presley. The trouble was I couldn’t sing or play a guitar, but I loved rock and roll, so I got a job with a record company and eventually became a record producer.

Interviewer Now when rock and roll first came out people said it wouldn’t last, didn’t they?

Alan Oh yes. And by 1 961 it looked as if they were right. All the heroes had disappeared. Elvis was in the army, Buddy Holly had been killed in a plane crash, Chuck Berry was in jail, Little Richard had decided to become a preacher and nobody wanted to know Jerry Lee Lewis after they found out he had married his fourteen-year-old cousin.

Interviewer So how did rock and roll survive? Alan The funny thing was it was rescued on this side of the Atlantic by British groups like the Beatles and the Rolling Stones. They brought rock and roll back from the dead and gave it new life. They opened up all sorts of new possibilities for it. Before the Beatles and the Stones only teenagers had really listened to rock and roll, but afterwards it became everybody’s music.

Interviewer So do you think pop music hasn’t changed much since then?

Alan Oh no, far from it, there have been some great bands and singers, like Abba, for example. They were great. Queen, Michael Jackson,

Madonna. They’ve all added something new to pop music. In fact, it’s very difficult to talk about pop music now, because there are so many different types. There’s mainstream pop, soul, heavy metal, and so on.

Interviewer What about the future? Alan Well, there are new young bands coming along all the time, of course, but personally I don’t think we’ll ever see anything really new. I mean, take songs for example. I don’t know, but the modern songs don’t seem as fresh and exciting as they did in the sixties and seventies.

Interviewer What do you mean?

Alan I think it’s interesting that so many of the old songs are re-released or re-recorded. My teenage kids are often surprised when I start singing one of the latest hits. They think it’s a new song, but it was actually first recorded before they were even born. Perhaps all the good songs have already been written — or maybe I’m just getting old.

Interviewer If you had to choose just one song that sums up rock and roll for you what would it be?

Alan Oh, now there’s a question. Well, there are thousands of songs that you could choose and I suppose everyone would have their own opinion, but for me there’s one that’s got everything — the rhythm, the good melody, the great guitar, and most of all, it’s fun. It makes you feel happy. You just can’t sit still when you hear it. And that for me is what rock and roll is all about.

Interviewer So what is it?

Alan It’s Johnny B Goode written by Chuck Berry.

Interviewer OK Let’s hear it.

Practice polite questioning. Ask somebody...


What time is it?


Where do yo live?


When does the train leave?


Am I on the right road for Longton?


How do we get to the park from here?


Will the flight from Paris be on time?


Do you have a gymnasium here?








More Practice


intermediate 11.2 track 6


intermediate 14.3 track 8
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